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Dorchester Gaol, March 28, 

Citizens, Year 4 of the Spanish Revolution. 
| q4VE for some time past been desirous of addressing you 
oa the state of things in Europe, which | plainly saw tended 
acrisis, now about to take place. The mad enterprise of 
the Bourbons upon Spain is likely to put all the affairs and 
feelings of Kurope in a proper light. I write to you with 
a excited mind, just after reading Mr. Canning’s answer to 
Lord John Russell, about the state of treaties, into which our 
Government has entered with the other members of the Holy Mi, 
Alliance, And, by the by, I myst mention, that the gout is H Ve 
tmostcorrupt disease, for I find that Mr. Canning’s gout has iy 
killed both his liberality, and his budding love for civil aud ei. 
religious liberty. Even all the flattery heaped upon him | ity 
could not resist the destroying or corrupting effects of the +f 
gout! I have been thinking whether I have ever known a 
Kepublican subject to the gout, and | cannot raise up the 
least recollection of such an instance; I therefore conclude, 
‘hat it must be a foul disease, that corrupts or that refuses 
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he whabit the same body with good principles! The King is 1 Pa 
as ilways troubled with the gout! Old Louis of France is i, 
i, almost putrid with the effects of the gout! -Ferdinand of i 
Sptin too, he has had the gout upon him for several months ; Hi 

i but I see a Committee of the Cortes is wise enough to press | 

re ‘litle exercise upon him, by a journey in his-carriage from 

n Madrid tothe Isle de Leon or to Badajos! I never read a 

‘ nore ‘shrewd and admirable report than that of the Com- ait 
. mittee of the Cortes upon the subject of Ferdinand’s gout. a ai) 
he e hear nothing about any of the Spanish niinisters, or the Reh 
: members of the Cortes, being troubled with the gout, and, I EA 


tofer, that liberty, or a love of liberty is a specific for it. 
‘ Ministers past and present, are always troubled with 
gout; particularly, when it is convenient to keep away 
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from Parliamentary Debates. There seems to be a gor of 
established political gout in this country, something |ike 
Ferdinand’s of Spain that is always to be possessed when 
circumstances render it convenient or desirable. Despotism 
and political trickery seem to be in a very gouty stat 
throughout Europe, which cannot be got rid of but by ap 
extension of the principles of liberty. We must make 
liberty triumpb, Republicans, or consent to be inoculated 
with a gouty humour. I see no alternative: and the hoy 
of battle seems to be drawing near. I do not calculate sp 
much upon any visible indications in this Island, as upon 
the Continent, but I would have every man well prepared 
on this Island, for if it be possible for the Bourbons to 
trample upon Spanish liberty, it will be equally possible 
for the armies of the Holy Alliance to cut up what they 
do not like in this country. At any rate we ought to 
be prepared for the worst. There is a pleasure in preparing 
for the worst, as well as in being prepared, for preparation 
is at all times the best and. most powerful security against 
danger. The Despots have said, that their plans will never 
succeed, unless the press and people of this country be 
curbed, and they would gladly send an army to do it! 
Mr. Canning being called upon to explain the nature of 
the treaties existing between this Government and the men- 
bers of the Holy Alliance, distinctly acknowledged, that he 
and his colleagues were pledged to support the present 
family of the Bourbons upon the throne of France, either 
against any enterprize on the behalf of the son or family of 
Buonaparte or to establish a Republic! This would bea 
pretty state of things, did we not know that Royal Treaties 
like Royal Promises are as easily broken as made, and that 
they are never morally binding upon a people who have no 
share in the Government that originates them! But what 
can be more dreadful than to think that any one Govert 
meut is bound to another by such a treaty? I cannot ex 
press it in words more full or more short than to say, that itis 
a league between despots to plunder, oppress, and murder 
the people. The measure would have been carried further 
bad Castlereagh spared his life, and had he gone to the last 
congress of the Holy Alliance. He would have gladly 1 
troduced fifty thousand Russians or Austrians into this cou 
try to establish absolute power, and I verily think, there 
men at present in the Cabinet, who would as gladly do the 
same. There is nothing to which bad men will not se 
to screen themselves from the punishment due to their g™ . 
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They have no love of country, and would be as happy to 
sontiaue their power and plunder under the superintendance 
ofa Russian or Austrian Despot as under the existing form 
of Government. . 

Republicans, the moment is certainly very near when the 
people all over the earth will strike a general blow at their 
depots. I told you, as soon as I heard that Iturbide had 
ben crowned Emperor of Mexico, that he would not keep 
the crown twelve months. Six months did not elapse before 
there was 2 Republican army in the field against him, and 
he news of his abdication has been received. The whole 
ofthe West India Islands are ripe for revolution and the 
ormation of independent states; and it will be impossible 
fra government, such as is over this Island, to prevent 
the change, when they are” surrounded and supported by a 
continent of Republics and the people are determined to re- 
volt, 


R. CARLILE. 
POSTSCRIPT OF APRIL 7. 


‘ince writing the foregoing, I find that the king of Spain has 
ben removed from Madrid, and that the Bourbons have ac- 
tully declared war against the Republicans of Spain. I have no 
accounts yet of any blows or shots having been exchanged but I cal- 
culate on hearing of something of the kind by another week or fort- 


tight at the farthest. Never was a moment so big with events, and | 


wuch events as defy the calculations of the most shrewd politicians. 
The revolts of armies from the side of despots to the side of the 
people is something novel in military history, and it is just possible 

one year may prove the circumstance to be general throughout 


The mutual trade of murder and destruction of property is going 
amongst the two parties of Ireland as brisk as ever, and it is much 
to be ted that a general insurrection does not settle the matter 
ance, If there was a spark of humanity, generosity, or sound 

‘y m the British Government, it would immediately give Ireland 
‘complete representative legislature to redress its own wrongs. The 
Present state of things is dreadful and disgraceful to all who can and 
uot puta stop to it. I hold the British Government to be morally 


re responsible for every murder.and outrage committed in 
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COPY OF A LETTER SENT TO MR. PEEL, py 
RICHARD CARLILE. 





Sir, Dorchester Gaol, March 30, 1893 
In the reports of the debates of the House of Commons 
on Wednesday last, on the presentation of my Sister's 
petition, you are made to say: “ that, “ His (your) Righ 
Honourable Friend (the Attorney General) did not wap 
her to admit that she no longer believed in the doctrines she 
had maintained: the part of the sentence requiring her to 
find securities for good behaviour implied the necessity of 
contrition; but it appeared that she refused both the leza! 
and the moral security which might be taken in lieu of it.” 

Now, Sir, the inference of this expression is, that you 
understand my Sister has refused to put in securities fur ber 
future good behaviour, required in her warrant, and if s 
you have been misinformed, or remain uninformed on that 
head. ‘The two securities required were given on the lith 
or 15th of November last, aud if she did not complete them 
by her own recognizance immediately, it was through the 
neglect (apparently wilful)-of the proper officer at the 
Crown Office not forwarding them to the Keeper of this 
Gaol, nor to the Sheriff. As soon as we could satisfy the 
Sheriff that the securities required had been given (aud Mr. 
Fox, the under sheriff, was obliged to write to the Master 
of the Crown Office to ascertain the fact) her own recog 
zance was taken by Mr. Morton Pitt and Mr. Wollaston, 
two visiting magistrates for this Gaol. 

In regard to my own case: I[ have securities ready to pu! 
in, the moment they can be available, or as soon as the 
property taken from my premises, is either made available 
towards my fines, or returned to me. — 

With regard to the “ contrition” and “ reformation * 
much talked about in the debate of Wednesday: I beg lear? 
to say, that if the most acute lawyer within the pale ol 
your administration, or the most able Christian acvoca 
from the University which you represent in Parliament, . 
from any other body of Christians, can convince me, or a1 
impartial third person, by a fair shewing and argument, that 
I or my sister have done a legal or a moral wroug; ian 
mise you, as Secretary of State for the Home Departmen! 
that we will express all the contrition that you and the - 
torney General may require; and, I further promise tba 
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we will never do the same thing again as has caused our 
imprisonment. a | 

If we shew any obstinacy, it is that species of obstinacy 
which ought always to attend virtue and innocence, for we 
bavenot an idea that we have done either a legal or a mo- 
ml wrong: and we know, that we are not the first persons 
legally and morally innocent, that have been made to suffer 
by verdicts of juries, for publishing opinions opposed to 
ijose preached by an established priesthood. 

Iam, Sir, your obedient Servant, 
R. CARLILE. 

To he Right- Honourable Robert Peel, 

Kcretary of State for the Home Department. 








TO MR. R CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL, 





Sik, Aberdeen, 10th March, 1823. 
Living in a distant corner and enveloped with a dense atmosphere 
if political and religious corruption, which the light of truth can 
scarcely penetrate, you will not be surprised to learn, that, previous 
(0 the month of November last, I remained totally unacquainted with 
your real character, and the success with which you have not only 
defeated the malice of your enemies, but have, by a rare union of 
gemias and industry, made that malice recoil upon themselves with 
accumulated force, 

When the cruel verdict was pronounced, on which you was com- 
mitted to solitary confinement, not for three years only, but to all 
ippearance for life: it seemed to me to be your sentence of death; 
uid when the gates of Dorchester Jail shut upon you, | believed you 
‘leally buried, and your name consigned to utter oblivion: but 
rhen by the exertions of my friend Mr. W. (whose zeal for the cause 
vitruth and whose sympathy for oppressed and suffering humanity 
. beyond all praise) 1 was put in possession of a few numbers of the 
Republican, and afterwards of the greater part of what you have 
published since your confinement. When | observed a young man 
ae years of age, bred a mechanic, possessing such a fund of 
pica and religious information, such a knowledge of science in 
most every department, particularly of the difficult sciences of lo- 
a grammar, so as to be able not only to communicate his 
Pe with accuracy and precision, but triumphantly to refute 
rhs ie hee, - or theologians, whilst his EN re 
Gigi dece eee 
And, Sir | f wonder and satisfaction. : bail 
Vey oie Whi ae persuaded that those who have seen your contro 

Ywith Dr. Rudge, The Rev. Messrs. Durham, Wait and Horn, 
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will be couvinced of the justice of these remarks; and y 
knowledge of history in general, and of the history of £ 
particular, shews your extensive reading, your letter to Lo 
reagh, Vol. 3 of the Republican, is an instance among m 
of the versatility of your genius which cannot be sufti 
mired. 

Thus far, Sir, your conduct commands my most unqualified appro. 
bation: but if it were permitted me to speak my sentiments without 
reserve, I would say, that, I think your firs tvolumes are bete, 
calculated to make proselytes to the cause which you advocate thay 
your more recent productions, you have engaged in a very difficul 
discussion. The origin of the world and of man* are subjects which 
will perhaps for ever elude our scrutiny; and although wheu the 
light of science shall be more generally diffused, they may receire 
an elucidation, of which at present we have little conception, yet! 
ain afraid mankind are not yet prepared for the investigation. 

[I would not, however, be understood to condemn the course that 
you have adopted; on the contrary, I am satisfied that your candow 
and boldness with which you challenge discussion, are highly calcu- 
lated to impress your readers with the idea, that your opinions are 
founded in truth; but the difficulty you know is not so much to cov- 
vince men when you have obtained their ear as to make them atteud 
to what you have to say; philosophers indeed and men of science 
may lend a patient ear to your arguments, but the mass of mankind 
will listen to nothing that is in opposition to their prejudices; and 
in reading the first bold expression they meet, fills them with horror, 
and they throw down the book in disgust. These observations | 
make, not so much for your consideration, because I think youstand 
little in need of any admonition on that score, but merely as an apo- 
logy for myself, for the plan I have pursued in a small tract } lately 
wrote, and which I mean shortly to forward for your perusal. 

With best wishes to yourself, Mrs. Carlile and family. 

I am, Sir, yours truly, 


hile your 
ngland in 
rd Castle. 
ANY Others 
ciently ad. 


E. H. 


* By the bye, I am led to suspect there is a mistake in the supposition that 
corruption generates life, if so, you are aware any hypothesis built upon it ms 
be defective, please to examine this, at present I can only refer to the Spectacte « 
la Nature, 





TO MR. R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 





FELLow CITIZEN, Aberdeen, Feb. 28, 1825. . 
DEPLORING, as we sincerely do, the unprecedented and me 
persecution under which you, and others of your family labour, ’ 
herewith remit you the sum of £3. 3s. sterling, being the amon 
a subscription opened here for your behalf by a few friends to © 
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cause of Civil and Religious Liberty, who met on Wednesday the -! 
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for the purpose of celebrating the anniversary of the birth- 
day of the Immortal ‘Thomas Paine. 

We have the pleasure to state, that among the toasts selected and 
sbich followed “ the Immortal Memory of that Noble of Nature’? who 
acrificed every private and personal consideration, to rescue the 
world from the shackles of superstition and tyranny; the following 
sere drank with that enthusiasm which they were so peculiarly 
calculated to inspire upon such an occasion: : 

« Mr, Richard Carlile the friend of free discussion, and may he 
live to see his noble exertions in the cause of Civil and Religious 
Liberty crowned with SUCCESS. . 

« Mrs, Carlile, Miss Carlile, and Mrs. Wright, those high minded 
and patriotic ladies who do so much honour to their sex. 

« Mr, Carlile’s late shopmen, and may a free master never want a 
free servant,” 

In approaching you, Sir at this time, and in such a manner, we 
are not so sanguine as to flatter ourselves, that our very limited 
though hearty endeavours at pecuniary aid, can at any time do much 
towards the liquidation of those enormous and disgraceful fines award- 
edagainst you for your manly attempt to emancipate the Press, by 
the tools of a bigoted and servile priesthood and a stern and settled 
tyranny; however we shali feel extremely happy should you honour 
our mite with your acceptance, only as a small mark of our esteem 
and gratitude to you for the highly benevolent and partriotic, although 
(we are sorry to add) dangerous cause in which you are embarked. 

In coming forward too at this late hour of the day, to pour the 
balm of sympathy into the wounds of one of Liberty’s glorious mar- 
yrs, we would in part plead the excuse tendered to you on a 
similar occasion by your Paisley friends, conjoined to that however, 
there are obstacles in our way of a more paramount nature, and which 
youas well as every liberal minded man must know full well the blast- 
ing and pernicious tendency of their operation, We need scarcely re- 

wind you that Aberdeen, is in the canting phraseology of the day a 
highly commercial and truly loyal city, that is to say, in as far as power, 
authority and wealth, are concerned, a very depot of pride, preju- 
dice and self interesteduess. Our pulpits, as well as yours, we pre- 
sume, besouth the Tweed, are blessed with a supercilious and time- 
serving herd of hypocrites, who dole out weekly their measures quan- 
tum of metaphysical theology and mysterious g/oss-over, to the 
doubtless, much edified and enlightened groups of folly and fashion 
which surround them. In copartnery with these sublime lights, we 
ave also a god-praising and king-praying junto of civil authorities, 
onall occasions the most officious and vigilant guardians of corrup- 
tou, while the former shake before our astonished and terrified senses, 
the snaky horrors of-the modern Medusa’s head, viz. the odium 
Ueologicum the latter scare us somewhat more effectually with that 
apeless and undefined, though pretty tangible, ghost called the 
Common, but in our humble Opinion more properly the uncommon, 
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law, which many a grave wiseacre has affirmed to have 
days of yore and appeared unto many hunters after the marvellous 

but which, unluckily for us, who feel no inclination to play the roe. 
sip, is still conjured up on every tickling emergeucy by our moder 
legislative sooth-sayers, Such being our case, think Sir, if you can 
figure to yourself even in idea more effectual barriers to the disse. 
mination of liberal opinions, 

But in the meantime, leaving these and all such impediments t 
the unqualified reprobation and contempt of all honest men, we fee! 
most happy in having to assure you, that those are not wantiye 
among the more opulent classes, as well as amongst those who like 
us, walk in the humbier paths of life in this trans-grampian corner: 
many who have both the honesty and boldness, openly to deprecate, 
with a proper feeling the measures lately resorted to by ministers, 
in all cases, and in yours particularly in order to put down the free 
exercise of opinion respecting religion and civil polity, would to every 
thing dear to human happiness, that that deprecation were universal 
aud active, that the practice would without hesitation follow the sen- 
timent of virtue, and that the richer classes may be brought to see 
before it will be too late, their own real interest and happiness to be 
inseparable from the interests avd happiness of society at large. We 
would then gladly hail such a gracious developement of truth aad 
justice with the best feelings which belong to our nature. When 
such a wished for period shall have come; when the glorious sun oi 
rightreason shall have beamed above the now-clouded mental horizon, 
those who now lord it over the minds and bodies of their fellow men, 
may then have an opportunity of joining in the general congratulation, 

But at present we are compelled to add, with the deepest regret, 
that those desirable objects with which we would fain solace our- 
selves in pleasing speculation, are as yet only to be viewed at the 
most remote point of sight in the perspective. To the eternal re 
proach of disgraceful policy which stamps the spirit of the age, the 
already too well defined and broad line of distinction drawn between 
the rich aud the poor, is to all appearances to be rendered still more 
galling, that slavish and abject acquiescence of the mind so neces- 
sary to the existence of every species of delusion is more than ever 
to be recommended and enforced, and that to crown the whole that 
monstrous system of pure unmixed despotism, the idol of the day, 
with all its notorious ramifications is unblushingly to be imposed 
upon the most enlightened of mankind as the best and only efficient 
guarantee of their real interest and happiness in a state ol Society: 
But when may we be permitted to ask, are all these to be brought 
to the most provoking degree of perfection? Why in this boasted 
land of light and liberty to which we have the peculiar honour to 
belong! In that very !and where a Hampden aud a Sidney bled to se- 
cure that dim fleeting shadow of freedom which is yet Jeft to us, where 
a Cranmer and a Wishart burned to rescue the free excreise ° 
opinion from the controul of the intolerant and acoursed Churchwat. 
and where once society en masse drove her legitimate tyrants beyon 
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f freedom, to seek a refuge_in every corner of Europe and 

he Pa “oespotism and delusi to be found, and wl 
sherever despotism and delusion were to be found, and w lose rulers 
vill bail the era of that revolution as the most glorious epoch in the 
sinals of British history. And so then it seems from all this that 
yankind are really to be divided into two classes, into tyrants and 
ijeir slaves, or Priest and their dupes, or into the idle few who are 
wallow in luxury and surfeit from indigestion, and the industrious 
nillion who are to toil through a miserable and wretched existence 
and then perish with hunger ! In the name of justice is it then to 
uch dreadful alternatives that society in our day is fast approaching ? 
(ious idea! no, sooner let *‘ the cloud capp’d towers, the gorgeous 
ces, the solemn temples, the great globe itself dissolve, and like 

the baseless fabric of a vision leave not a wreck behind.”’ 
However, before we would give up all for lost, and while as yet 
the least ray of hope remains unextinguished we would anxiously 
lok about us for a more auspicious developement, We would put 
he question, is there no other alternatives to be found for insulted 
uid suffering hamanity than what we have anticipated? there is, and 
considering the desperate nature of the case and although it be one 
also, from which the mind of every reflecting man must recoil from, 
the anticipation, we feel no hesitation to call ita betier. It cer- 
tainly is at least more suitable to the noble and dignified character 
ofman than that which tyranny presents for our adoption. Let us 
therefore congratulate ourselves and you, Sir, upon it. Let the im- 
beciles then go on, a stage or two more will bring them to the crisis. 
The malady is one that will ultimately work its own cure, when 
however, that cure shall have been in a due course of progression, 
they will then have some cause to rue that delusive and fatal pride 
vhich has so long shut thejr ears against the warnings of those who 
like ourselves, are certainly not the natural enemies of any of their 
brethren, When “the might that slumbers in a peasant’s arm’? 
shall have awakened once more to hurl with infuriated sweep 
‘ppression from his iron throne, when in that dread hour of judg- 
ment commissioned with vengeance, the uplifted arm of an injured 
world, shall impend over the prostrate foes of humanity will legiti- 
uacy and divine right be then pled in extenuation of the victims? 
No, both are contrary to the laws of nature and have operated but 
0 long and too effectually only as~precedents to extend that 
toleration foolishly granted to the acts of the first, to those of every 
‘ucceeding tyrant. What then can be pled for the hapless votaries 
f despotism, for although warm and vehement as the leve of 
“t country glows in every true Scottish oosom, we while as yet the 
sale of mercy virbrates upon its hinges, would pause, nay drop a tear, 
at the calamity which the execution of the terrible sentence, must 
ban upon those who are that country’s deadliest foes, had those 
te aatdrann the same natal air with ourselves. Again we would 
ai hat remains for the votaries of despotism to do, ere such a 
‘S$ overtake them ? Why, they may just now, if they choose, re- 
that compromise may then be unavailing, that the time for 
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conciliation may have been past and gone for ever, and that th 
. € Cry 
of pity may only accelerate the blow. 

It is Sir, in order to avert the awful realization of these SUrmis 
that we would join together at this time in one unanimous a. ; 
dent request that you do still continue to persevere in the greaty . 
which you have already so gloriously begun, a high and pressing ra 
of our country’s precarious situation call upon us to cheer you tothe 
combat. Go forward, then Sir, in the strength of that superior ‘wr 
tion and ability which you have hitherto shewn, and spread the nent 
light of liberty and truth around these darkened Isles. Continue by 
do this, and we do not despair of all ranks and classes of men becomine 
soon sufficiently enlightened to their real interest and welfare, as ;, 
‘< give for ever to the winds,” upon the triumph of reason, those airy 
cobwebs of sophistry and prejudice in which they are at present so 
cruelly entangled. This is the only course which can preclude the 
necessity of recurring to such an experiment as we have been cop. 
pelled to anticipate. 

Under the influence of this impression, where shall we find a work 
better calculated to bring about such a happy adjustment, to excite 
a livelier interest in matters of such primary importance and mag- 
nitude, as liberty and truth, or that has a more direct tendency upon 
a practical adoption of the views therein stated; to ensure these to 
every individual of society, than that truly inspired and immortal 
work ** The Rights of Man,” if your modesty, Sir, will allow us to 
class your own writings beside if. We really know of none other 
which will bear a comparison, and we are happy to say, that through 
your praise-worthy exertions, the sentiments which it contains are 
now generally understood and imbibed, even by most common reaé- 
ers. Should this statement be found not to embrace all ranks and 
degrees of men at present, it is our humble yet firm opinion, that 
it should do so; and we really impute such a dereliction from ngit 
reason, in those who either can or wi// not fully appreciate their high 
claims to consideration, to any thing less chargeable, than sheet 
apathy or moral blindness to the well being of mankind. Their case 
can only be compared to that of those fools, who would first shut 
their own eyes, and then go about to persuade themselves and others, 
that the meridian sun does no longer illuminate the world! 

The immortal Paine once was, what you Sir are now, the fearless 
advocate of the human race, and in conformity to that glorious cho- 
racter boldly declared to the world in the teeth of sophisticated 
tyranny, these truths, that mankind were born, equally instituted ° 
the same rights, the same privileges, and the same honours, but thal 
(mark the change which you have perfected, and tremble ye trailors 
to human nature) but that in virtue of the right of force, and the 
power of self-interest, almost every species of physical as well r 
moral degradation began in time to supplant liberty, truth, and : 
substantial happiness ! we allow that the existence as well em 
causes of this unhappy estrangement, was long known to the think- 
ing part of mankind before the days of Paine; Yes, and therefore 
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best and the wisest men of antiquity either opposed their breast 
ist the rapids of the torrent, or lamented in solitude the destruc- 
tive impetuosity of its course; but the thanks of posterity will ever 
be due to him for one manly avowal more of ‘* The Rights of Man’’ 
in our age. { 

That you, Sir, may live to see and long enjoy as full and as com- 
lete a restoration of these rights as you could wish, and that you 
may have also, shortly, to congratulate your friends upon it, is the 
earnest wish of the subscribers, for whom I have the honour to be, 
Sir, your most obedient servant, 


WILLIAM STRACHAN, 
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Tests 1 0 all Tyrants 0 6 

ry gm 0 6 An Enemy to Superstition 1 0 
A Frien Fr 0 6 A Hater of high Salaries to 

: 0 6 Bishops 1 0 
eye to Humanity 0 6 Liberty of expressing Con- 

Pe an Enemy to all Ty- science 2 6 

J Ry 1 0 One who has not forgot him 
Ke ey an Enemy to who signed the death war- 

A rien pe P — - 0 6 rant of John Cashman 0 6 
ane ier an eli- ay r¢ peace | to Persecution 0 6 
A itepubncan 1 O 
Pri hn 7 to King and One who remembers Mr. Og- 

'p se -1 0 dev, and G. Canning his 

ic. — to Liberty 0 6 persecutor 0 4 
htc t rend to Free Dis- A Friend to Truth 0 6 

0 6 A Soldier 0 2 
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s. 
J. M‘K. a Friend to Free 
Discussion 
A Friend 
Caledonia on wi’ me 
D. M. a Republican 
J, L. a Republican 
G. Smart 
A. R. a Republican 
J. B. an Enemy to Priest- 


§. 
Cashman’s Ghost d. 


An Enemy to the Blood-suck- f 
ers and Leeches of Society 0 
Brutus 0 
William Smart, a young Deist 0 
A Cockatoo Bishop of Clog- 
her ee 0 
Henry Ogilvie, a Republican 0 
James Craab, a Deist 1 
craft One who puts no trust. in 
William Wilson, a Deist Kings and Priests 1 
An Enemy to Devil Manu- D. R. an Enemy to all Perse- 
facturers cutions for Conscience sake 0 ¢ 


mo Ccoooroco 
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TO MR. WILLIAM STRACHAN, ABERDEEN. 





CitTIzEN, Dorchester Gaol, March 26, 1823. 

I CAN now proudly say that the struggle I have made for 
free discussion on all subjects has produced a vibration at 
every extreme of the Island; and proud may the Citizens 
of Aberdeen be that their representative will be the first to 
urge this all important subject upon the attention of the Le- 
vislature. 

The words free discussion seem to strike the mind i- 
stinctively as every man’s natural right, as much as to speak, 
to move, to feed, or to clothe the body; but though it is the 
most simple, the most easily comprehended, and most in- 
portant of all rights, it has never existed in conjunction 
with a priest or a monarch: io fact, it never yet had exist- 
ence among mankind. It is undeniable that man derives 
from his powers of speech all those advantages which he 
possesses above other animals, it follows, that as that power 
of speech is improved by the practice of discussion, and 
since it cannot be otherwise improved, his advantages will 
increase in a ratio with the extent of the discussious he can 
practice; and unlimited discussion will generate unlimited 
advantages, whereby to improve his condition. In briei, 
free discussion embraces every cause that can benefit and 
improve the condition of the human race, its preveutiol 
has been the chief cause of all their miseries and mutual 
barbarities. It is a first principle. Every man should sup- 
port and fully understand it, as every other principle cou 
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tingent to the social condition of mankind is affected by it: 
its practice and support generates all good; its neglect is 
followed DY incalculable and inconceivable evils. 

One can scarcely think it possible that any man can look 
‘, the face of another and say that free discussion is an 
improper practice. — 1 assure you that I wait with no 
snall degree of curiosity to hear what the defenders of 
the corruption and tyranny that oppress us, will say against 
, motion in Parliament, that shail propose a resolution 
expressive of the common right and the importance of 
free discussion. I should have the matter argued upon 
the abstract principle of discussion and not upon any allu- 
sions to any objects of discussion, for narrow minds that 
se nothing beyond their immediate interests and existiug 
prejudices are not fit to decide upon sucha question. Sim- 
ple as is the sound and the meaning of free discussion, it is 
beyond all measure and comparison the most important 
question that ever was debated in any society or assemblage 
of men. It is the foundation of all individual, all social, all 
rational, all human good! What a field for honesty to dis- 
play itself in! What a field for courage! What a field for 
literary ability! What a field for all the powers, the graces, 
the utility of oratory! What a question for the unanimous 
approbation of a legislature! What can be so simple! So 
prodigious! So comprehensive! So incomprehensible, as to 
extent ofgood! So concise! So extensive! What other ques- 
tion can be devised that embraces in the same manner and 
effect all individual with all genera! interests! 

No man can stand before his fellow and say: “ I shall 
receive a moral wrong from the practice of free discussion.” 
No man can say and prove that it is calculated to produce 
injury even upon the smallest or mest confined scale. It is 
Liberty’s weapon: Virtue’s shield: the bad man’s terror, 
and the good man’s hope. 

Citizens of Aberdeen, your representative, Mr. Hume, if 
Lot the first to reflect upon the importance of free discussion, 
has been the first to avow his intention of making it a ques- 
lion for the Legislature. I have watched and admired his 
indefatigable perseverance in detecting and exposing the 
abuses of our Government, but it was with the greatest 
“urprise, though an agreeable surprise, that I lately heard 
that Mr. Hume had not failed to feel the force of the im- 
portance of the question of free discussion, and that he was 
preparing to bring the matter before Parliament. This 

40 party question: it is not brought forward from any 
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private views or private interests: it has arisen out of that 
almost universal disgust which the late and existins perse- 
cutions for publishing matters of scientific and moral opi 
nions have generated, and it will be made a legislative ques- 
tion upon its own merits and abstract principle. Every 
honest man will support it: every humane man will support 
it: every man really intelligent and desirous of communi- 
cating intelligence to others will support it: he must know 
that ignorance is the source of all moral evil and of the 
major part of physical evil. 

Be so good, Sir, as to return my thanks to all my sub- 
scribing friends in Aberdeen, and my respects to all other 
friends. ‘Tell them all that I desire from them, as fellow 
citizens, is to thoroughly examine my motives, actions, and 
principles, and for myself to become better known among 
them. 

I am, Citizen, gratefully yours, 
RICHARD CARLILE. 








TO MR. R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL, 





Stokesley, Yorkshire, March 23, 

Year 4 of the Glorious Spa- 

nish Revolution, at present 

the great crisis of European 

FRIEND AND CITIZEN, Freedom and English Reform. 
Ar the desire of the Republicans of this place, I have the pleasure 
of transmitting to you their fourth subscription, towards the liqu- 
dation of the Christian fines imposed upon you, and at the same time 
to express, however inadequately, their decided indignation and ab- 
horrence of the very unjust and tyrannical proceedings of the Judges 
and Juries of this country in their late joint endeavours to destroy 
yourself, family, and assistants. This therefore is the reason that they 
wish to take a part of your fines and expences upon themselves, not 
so much on account of the pecuniary relief which their slender 
means can afford, as for the purpose of identifying themselves with 
you, and marking with their detestation the savage career of your 
inhuman Christian persecutors, and although it may be said, that 
the subscribers are but poor obscure individuals, and even that they 
are ‘*neither Gentlemen nor scholars,’’ I answer in the spint of 

Burns, that they are Englishman, and 


—— Though on hamely fare we dine, 
A Man’s a Man for a’ that. 


The Star Chamber practices that have lately been brought inte 
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wy in the cases of Mr. Tunbridge and Mrs, Wright have shewn 
‘ye conduct of the Judges thereon, to be what naturally might be 
expected from the corrupt agents of our wicked and corrupt Govern- 
yeat, and which nothing but Reform or Revolution will effectually 
sadicate. But what are we to think of the conduct of the Juries on 
those occasions, I believe it exhibited symptoms too evident of the 
nost consummate ignorance and folly to be set down to the score of 
knavery alone. Consequently, if | am right in this conjecture, this 
am evil which admits of no other remedy than that of an increased 
itelligence on the part of the people from amongst whom the Juries 
vetaken. Hence, the evident duty of every man calling himself 
Republican or Reformer is to make all the exertions in his power to 
spread the political and Anti-Christian principles of Thomas Paine, 
and a few other authors as published by you; as the most likely 
weans to obtain that end. 

| cannot but approve of the plan (suggested by your correspondent 
), B. in No. 5, of the present Vol.) of establishing Age of Reason 
Societies, Some may object to them as an imitation of the Tract 
Societies of the Fanatics, but be this as it may, I am satisfied, and 
so will any one, on a due consideration of the subject, that were one 
half of the zeal manifested throughout the country in the propaga- 
tion of our principles, that has been generally shewn in support of 
almost every system of priestcraft, not one religious sect would be in 
existence in two years time. To you, Sir, and the brave men and 
women who have so nobly come around you in your arduous war- 
fare with religion and tyranny, we are indebted for an example of 
virtuous constancy under severe suffering which is perhaps without 
‘parallel in the annals of religious persecution; and which if met 
with any thing like a corresponding sentiment and sympathy in dif- 
itrent parts of the Island, cannot fail of success in the end. 

I remain, Dear Sir, in Civic esteem, your Fellow Citizen, 


ROBERT ARMSTRONG, 


Fourth Subscription from Stokesley, Yorkshire 


s. d ” & 
Robert Armstrong, A Repub- may now shake hands, for 
‘ican, Deist, Materialist, I dare affirm that we are 
Reformer, and Revolution- heartily weary-ofeach other 0 6 
, ie 5 ©O An Admirer of Mr. Carlile’s 
ae West 1 6 principles 0 6 
toon, (8 5 0° A Female Deist 0 6 
cary Wilson 2 0 John Hopper 0 6 
ohn Flounders, who is will- Amariah Batty, Castleton 1 0 
v to enjoy himself in this Thomas Robinson, Ditto 1 0 
World, and take his chance A Republican, who thinks that 
. the next 10 Mr. Jenny Spinner Mease, 
n Wilson, a Friend to the Methodist, has made 
John — 0 6 more Deists in Stokesley, 
u ppleton, a poor old than the Age of Reason 


a, “The world and I itself 1 0 
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. S. 
The Politics of Pame 1 No Methodist . . 
Robert Flounders 0 Democritus from the Shades 9 ” 
A pretended Methodist who Not ashamed of my Nany 0 

is forced to be a Hypocrite but afraid of losing my bread 0 3 

for the sake of his Family © 3 Another poor Slave , 
A Churchman, Ditto 0 6 A Freethinking Naturalist 


6 1 





TO MR. ROBERT ARMSTRONG, STOKESLEY 
YORKSHIRE. 





Dorchester Gaol, March 28, Year 4, 

Citizens, of the Spanish Revolution, 
THE more our enemies persecute the better we thrive, so 
let them go on. ‘The Constitutional Association commenced 
its career against the Press with the year 1821, which was 
my weakest moment; for, | assure you, that in that year, 
I found great difficulty to print a pamphlet of any kind, or 
to keep myself moving in business: but the meddling of 
Murray and Sharpe put me on my legs again, and by the 
month of February, 1822, the aid of the whole government 
was called in to rob me a second time, and to deprive me 
of my house in Fleet Street. This was another knock-down- 
blow, but [ soon recovered from it again, and you have seen 
how we have been moving forward since. We hear no- 
thing now of Radicals. Asa party or an association they 
are extinct, and Republicanism is manfully avowed from one 
end of the Island to the other, by almost every man who 
calls himself a reformer. 

The Vice Society, I have known to be long knocked up, 
as a Society supported by subscriptions; you may rely 0 
it there are no subscribers to any such an institution, and 
that the thing under that name is and has long been sup- 
ported by the Government: as a mere pretence that prose 
cutions instituted through that channel emanate from privale 
individuals. The pretended Vice Society bas not published 
a list of the names of subscribers for a number of yeal’, and 
the reason of it is, that they have no list of subscribers to 
publish, I have challenged them again and again, to shew 
us who are the real persecutors, but they durst not do it, as 
the ministers find money, and a few of their underlings, _ 
tools, are paid for acting as a Committee, just as the Comm 
siouers for the Lottery, and such other villainous insite 
are supported. I feel morally certain that we shall be a> 
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» kick all these hypocrites and wretches out of the country, 
who form the present administration of affairs, in a few 
rears, perhaps in a few months. = ga 
‘The attack of France upon Spain, is what our ministers 
ye terribly alarmed about, not for the Spaniards, but for 
eselves, for it will draw the masks from their faces and 
expose them to the country in their real characters. ‘The 
yeasure Will unfold all the secret treaties of the Holy Al- 
iauee and expose the conduct and character ofeach distinct 
varty. A general Kuropean war we shall have, but it will 
not bea war of king against king for territory, but a war 
of kings against people, and people against kings. Almost 
every man in Europe will sooner or later be compelled to 
join the army on one side or the other, unless the despots 
should find a speedy destruction, for you may rely on it, 
that an extermination of despotism, or of all the known ad- 
rocates for an extended liberty, must now take place. I 
perceive the corrupt gout has driven out all Mr. Caninng’s 
notions of Civil and Religious Liberty! What say his Whig 
fatterers now ? 
Y ours, 


RICHARD CARLUILE. 


P. S. By the bye, how does your neighbour Mease go 
on? Is he still making Republicans and Deists? I have 
uot heard a word from him in answer to my letter. I see 
be is as deficient of good manners as of good sense, or he 
would have sent me, either a written or a printed letter in 
return. My Printer made a few errors for me, but Mr. 
Nease seems to have understood the whole very well. 
Thanks for this fourth subscription. 








COPY OF A LETTER SENT TO THE REV. 
JOHN DAVIS, 


"CAR OF CERNE, AND A MAGISTRATE FOR THE COUNTY OF 
DORSET. 





he Dorchester Gaol, March 18, 1823. 

Pi 0 state on paper, a few observations I made yester- 
me lu answer to your statement of your creed, by which 
will see more forcibly, on what a feeble foundation 


Jour opinions as to religion rest 
No. 15. Vol. VIL. : 
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First: you believe, or say you believe, in a God Al. 
mighty; words which, according to your definition, express 
every thing that constitutes perfection, in power, capa. 
bility, design, and wisdom. You profess to believe, tha: 
man is the work of this God, and you impeach the justice 
and goodness of the Creator, by saying, that bis work js 
the extreme of imperfection, and of every thing that is disgust. 
ing! How can you reconcile the imperiection of the creature 
with the perfection of the Creator? Or how can YOu sepa. 
rate the one from the other, they being cause and effect? 
If man be imperfect, not being the cause of bis own imper- 
fection, but owing that imperfection to a perfect Maker, he 
cannot be responsible to that periect Maker for that imper- 
fection. ‘The Maker is responsible to man. You cannot, 
at the same time, make the creature imperfect, and pro- 
nounce his Creator almighty, all perfection, and all justice. 
It would be a solecism in language, a contradiction, which 
no mystery could embrace, no allegory cover, no type re- 
present, no reason excuse or justify. 

Second: you pronounce the Bible a wonderful work, 
a something superhuman. You say, it is perfectly consi- 
tent throughout, admirable in all its bearings, and evidently 
a work produced by divine inspiration. You admit of no 
exception to any part. 

Now, Sir, it is beyond all question, that the Old Testa- 
ment does not consist entirely of Jewish writings, or Jewish 
records, but that it is a compilation of all the traditionary 
tales and books that the Jews cou!d find during their capt 
vity in Babylon, and on their return to Jerusalem*. My 
firm opinion is, that the Jews had no knowledge of letters, 
or of books, before they found them in use at Babylon. 
The book of Job is evidently of Gentile origia. It was @ 
drama performed among the Persians, of which a copy! 
the Persian Language, arranged as a drama, is DOW to be 


* See 1 Chronicles ix. 1.—then compare 1 Chronicles i. 4, and others 
with Genesis xxxvi. $1, and others, as one proof out of a hundred that the 
Bible was a compilation of later date than the Babylonish Captivity! ™ 
Jews. Mark, Sir, that the writer who said, “ before any kings rn 
over the Children of Israel ;” could not have lived before there had ne 
such Kings. Compare Jeremiah, chap. iv. and v. with Deuteronon 
chap. xxviii; you will find a sameness of language that could not et a 
be accidental nor inspired. Again, Jeremiah chap. xiviii. with Numbet 
chap. xxi. mn 

For one out of a thousand contradictions see the accounts about — 
in the above reference to Genesis and Chronicles. One says ae 
the concubine, the other the son, of Eliphaz. The Bible 3s consiste® " 
nothing but in its contradictions. 
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veg iu the library belonging to the Kast India Company, 
Leadenhall Street, Loudon. 

Many of the Psalms make an express allusion to the 
gabylonian captivity, though they are blindly called the 
realms of David! ‘lhe book of Proverbs is Persian, for it 
consistent in every respect with the morality of the East- 
et) nations, Which existed before the name of Jew was 
yeard, and altogether inconsisteut with the moral character 
of the Jews. 

[t isa physical impossibility that such a King, as Solomon 
s said to bave been, with such riches and such splendid 
stublispments of women and servants, of religious, civil, 
and military oflicers, could have existed, and have been 
«upported on such a barren contemptible spot as the land 
of Judea. And it is further, a physical impossibility, that 
sich a country could have supported and furnished the 
wautity of cattle which are represented as having been sa- 
tificed in the Temple: to say nothing about sach a temple 
resembling something worse than any of our slaughtering 
houses for the Navy, or all of them put together, for blood, 
aud filth, and garbage, and burning limbs, and stench! 
Read of the numbers said to have been sacrificed, and con- 
sider the effect that must have followed! Solomon is said to 
have sacrificed twenty-two thousand oxen, and a hundred 
and twenty thousand sheep at one time! A full tenth of all 
be animal food consumed in the Metropolis of this country 
a one year! It will be seen in a moment, that the statement 
8a burlesque upon common sense, and that if any thing 
cau be construed to be a blasphemy of the Almighty God, 
tmust be this representation of his cravings for the blood 
aud burnings of so many animals. 
tis possible that such a king as Solomon may have ex- 
sted in one of the great Oriental Nations, but never in 
Judea ; aud therefore, | conclude, that uone of those writings 
which are attributed to Solomon can be considered as Jewish 
‘criptures. It is notorious, that nearly all the Asiatic na- 
‘lous have laid claim to Solomon as their king, to Abrabam 
‘s their patriarch, and to a lineal descent from Adam. But 
Who will now say that the inhabitants of Africa are de- 
‘ended from Adam? Or who will say that they are not 
Ps distinct race of human beings from the inhabitants 
Pe of Europe, and of America? Had Adam been the 

of all, and Eve the mother of all, there would have 
“0 No difference of colour, and most likely no variance in 


features, 
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Doubtless, Mr. Davis, you are a Greek scholar, probably 
a master of the Hebrew Language, and if you will carefyij, 
examine, you will find that nearly all the leading names ¢; 
the Old Testament, particularly in the former part of jt 
are names descriptive of the characters drawn, just as Pm 
modern writers of plays and novels give their heroes and 
heroines a name significant of the character they make they 
represent. . 

I have extended this head much beyond what I first jp. 
tended, but I never put pen to paper on such a subject 
without feeling an inexhaustible flow of ideas against the 
prevailing superstitions, and though I make no pretensions to 
superhuman inspiration, I believe, 1 may more justly lay 
claim to it, than any Jewish writer that ever lived. 

The object of my second head has been to shew you, 
that if Jehovah inspired the Jews, he inspired the Gentiles 
also; for the Bible is not an exclusive collection of Jewish 
Scriptures; and that you have not the slightest proof, that 
any such Scriptures existed before the Babylonian Capti- 
vity of the Jews. That part of the Old Testament, which 
is really moral, is of Gentile origin. The Jewish writings 
are of the most immoral cast, and this country and this 
age are disgraced in countenancing them. There is not one 
moral lesson iv the Old Testament, nor any thing instruc- 
tive or fit for young people to read, until you come to the 
book of Job. 

Third: my third and last head, is that which stimulated 
me to write to you, and which I at first intended should 
have been the only subject introduced : it is upon the abso- 
lute dependance of belief upon comprehension. You stated 
yesterday, that, ifa man would only believe what he could 
comprehend, his belief would be contracted within a very 
narrow circle. Your observation was just; and you might 
have justly added, that confining his belief within such & 
contracted circle would be a proof of his wisdom. ee 
professed and confessed, that you did believe certain mat- 
ters which you would not comprehend, and you gave a 
species of mental action the epithet of fazth. But | - 
shew you, Sir, that it was a mental deception, and that yo" 
do not believe what you profess to believe; not that I meat 
to charge you with hypocrisy, I mean to say that you ¢* 
not believe it, and that you deceive yourself. - 

Belief, is an act of the mind founded upon knowlecs®. 
There can be no belief without knowledge. 42 goer 
believes nothing; nor do we allow belief to irrational au! 
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Knowledge, is the possession of one or more ideas 






































dably pe to be valid and well founded, that will bear every 
‘fully species of examination and comparison with their phy- 
1€$ oj seal relations, (for every well founded idea must have a | 
of it, pysical relation) and that remain the same after being | 
S our tesied by reason, or by any other test that can be brought hf 
S aud wainst them. An acquisition of such ideas is an acquisition :- 
them of knowledge, which is also expressed by the word compre- iy 
i henston. boas i 
st in Comprehension, must of necessity be the first and initiat- } 
bject ing principle of belief; and real belief cannot be generated | it 
t the in the mind upon any other basis than comprehension. Be 4 
7 Belief cannot exist without a knowledge or comprehension mi) 
y lay ofthe given object. Now, Sir, what do you comprehend aM 
of your ideas of religion, and to what physical relations will | 
you, you refer them to to satisfy yourself, or me, that you are right | i 
ilies inyour mind, and that you do really believe what you Ye 
Wish say you believe? if you consider this subject fairly and a 
that honestly, you will find, that you do not really believe what my i! 
Aptle you profess to believe on religious matters, that you are not 3 
hich right and sound in your mind upon those matters, but that 
gs itis composed of a string of religious errors, which, whilst cn 
ths you cherish, you cherish insanity. But this is a morai uot a ee 
” physical insanity, and 1 would not despair of curing you, 4 
oe orany honest man, of such a direful mental malady. Bie | 
the [could dilate much farther upon this head, but I desire ‘| } 
to beas brief as possible. Nor is it my intention to trouble 
you with a succession of letters: I shall-never write to you Ha 
again, unless you give me farther occasion for it. I send Bi 


this to you, as to a Clergyman of the County of Dorset, 
who hassought my company, to endeavour to shake my 
opitions and to convince me of error, but who has failed in 
the object of his visit: and through you I hereby challenge 
aly one, or the whole body of clergymen in this County, to 


come and discuss my opinions or defend their own. I owe 
this measure to the public, to my family, and to myself, to tale 
om that I have grounds for justifying my conduct, and eh 





at I never ought to have been robbed and imprisoned as 
have been, on account of publishing my opinions, much 





- *s ought I to have been t-sated as I have been treated, by Pt: 
“ “ome clergymen and others’; who controul the management Sal 

of this Gaol as visiting Magistrates. | ele 
re, I am, Sir, your obedient Servant, : 


int RICHARD CARLILE. 
PS. enclose you two printed papers: the oue Is 





4 J THE REPUBLICAN. 


written by one of my imprisoned Shopmen, and has bec, 
pronounced a perfect compendium of the arguments for 
Materialism: the other is my own, and forms a compendium 
of all my ideas upon those points which arose in your ¢op. 
versation with me; [ mean my seventh letter to Mr, Justieg 


Bailey. 





Note:—The Gentleman to whom the foregoing letter . 
addressed is the same who paid Mr. Carlile a short visit o 
the 29th of January last. He came again on the 17th ing. 
but in the mean time the following notes had been ¢. 
changed. 





Mr. Davis presents his compliments to Mr. Carlile, and sends 
him the first volume of Scott’s ‘* Commentary on the Bible” agree. 
ably to his permission. 


Cerne, Jan. 11, 1825. 





R. Carlile presents his compliments to the Rev. Mr. Davis, «- 
knowledges the receipt and possession of the first volume of Scott’ 
‘* Commentary on the Bible,” has read through the Preface, agree- 
able to a promise made, and would be glad to know if the Rev, Mr. 
D. purposes visiting Dorchester Gaol again, for the object of a fur. 
ther explanation of opinions, ora defence of those on which the Rev. 
Mr. Davis rests on matters called theology. The writer adds, that 
he has found nothing new in the way of argument, in the Preface of 
the volume in question, that can add a prop to Christiamty or 
any thing called religion, and feels assured, that he can, by fair and 
rational discussion, controvert every point assumed, He 1s_ willing 
to do this before the Rev. Mr. Davis alone, or before any person 0 
number of persons Mr. D. may think proper to bring with him. | 

The writer values no opinion that can be shaken, and will hold : 
none but such as every man is compelled to stamp the word trut 
upon, for want of argument or proof to oppose. 


He waits the answer of the Rev. Mr. Davis before he returns tt 
volume lent. 


Dorchester Goal, Feb, 9, 1823. 
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bee ~ Si 5 . ° ; 
ts f y TO MRS. SUSANNAH W RIGHT, STATE PRISONER, COLD 
dium pATH FIELDS HOUSE OF CORRECTION, LONDON, 
- COn- 
Ustice Mu ae 
Mas. WRIGHT, — ' Birmingham, March 10, 1823. 
AcREEABLE to the instructions of the Committee of * The Birming- 
pam Union and Patriots Ll riend Society,’’ | forward to you the sum 
of One Pound as a token of our sympathy towards you on account 
ter of your unmerited and cruel imprisonment, We make no doubt but 
it on it will be acceptable to you, as it comes from men who are desirous 
inst of enjoying true liberty of conscience, We do not send it with a 
i wish to establish your particular tenets whatever they may be, but 
toexpress our abhorence and detestation of that system which per- 
secutes either man or wowan merely for publishing theological opi- 
pions Whatever those opimon@might be. 9 
; We hope you _ 0 that hag and polite treatment which 
sends your situation in life claims at the ands of your Gaolers. Your 
igtee acknowledgement of the receipt of the One Pound in “the Black 
Dwarf” will much oblige your sincere well-wisher. 
THOMAS LAKINS. 
High Street, Bordesiey, Birmingham. 
, aCe ea 
a TO MR. THOMAS LAKINS, BIRMINGHAM. 
pree- 
Mr, 
lure , 
Rev, SIR, Cold Bath Vields Prison, March 20, 1823, 
hes I RETURN thanks to you and the Committee of “ The Birm- 
— ingham Union, and Patriots Friend Society,” for the sum of 
i. One Pound I have received, as a mark of your sympathy 
and towards me in my present situation. 
hing Psa ith respect to the treatment I have received in this 
sid aol, | am really at a loss how to describe it to you, for I 
m cantot yet imagine what it is to be, or how it isto end. It 
a — in some shape or other every day. But I wish to 
ate here in the most unequivocal mauner, that the demea- 
nour of Mr. Vickery, the keeper, has been, throughout the 


es have been here, so far, that of a Gentleman and a 
umaneman. I mention this under the stronger impression, 
a Wontner, the keeper of Newgate, who is a particu- 
find aughty and insolent man, told me, that I should never 
ao Gaoler to treat me as well as he did, and he 
ei ed me to let him know. I promised him that I would 
®y if I did or did not, and I do say without an idea of 


























AT2 THE REPUBLICAN. 


flattery, that Mr. Wontner, as a keeper of a Py; 
bear vo kind of comparison with Mr. Vickery, 
What I have to complain of here is, the conduct of the 
Magistrates. Newgate is under the controul of the Sherif’ 
I found Mr. Sheriff Thomson a good man, and to him. hot 
to Wontner, I consider that I owe every thing in the shape 
of indulgence that I received whilst in Newgate, 4) 
County Gaols are now under the regulation of Visiting \,. 
gistrates ; among whom there is generally a due proportioy 
of Parsons. ‘These persons attend the Gaol occasionally, a; 
a Committee, but more often as individuals, and every Ma. 
gistrate’s order is the law, until another comes and contra. 
dicts it by some new whim: and I do assure you, that they 
all seem to be made up of whims, without the slightes 
mixture of sense, gee judgment, @e humanity, or honesty, 
When I first came to this Gaol, I was permitted to re- 
ceive the visits of all my female friends in my ward ina 
manner that was quite satisfactory. I had not been here 
many days before the Christian Samuel Waddington con- 
mitted an ‘outrage, which threw the whole Prison into cov- 
fusion, and has done a serious injury to almost every pri- 
soner here. Since that time, every thing has been change 
and uncertainty: one Magistrate ordering one thing, and 
another a different or opposite one: sometimes able to see 
a friend and sometimes not, according to the prevailing 
whim. At first, the allowance of food was delivered to me: 
now it has been taken off without any intimation, or cere- 
mony, or reason assigned. But this is no great loss, as it 
required a stronger stomach than mine to consume It, 
whilst I could get any thing else. However, it is high time 
that some new law or regulation be passed to settle the 
management of Gaols, which I hope will leave it in the 
power of a respectable and responsible keeper to act inde- 
pendently of the whims of the Parson Justices, or any otbet 
kind of capricious and irresponsible Magistrates. Bad 
Gaolers are only made worse by the interference of suc 
Magistrates: and good or properly disposed Gaolers are 
prevented from doing what they perceive to be right. A 
respectable and responsible Gaoler, with laws defined for 
him to act upon, and no other power granted to the Magi* 
trates, in the management of a Gaol, than to hear the com 
plaints of the Prisoners in case the Gaoler does not keep © 
the laws, seems to me to be the proper and necessary 
measure for adoption. I do hope that the present persecl™ 
tion of Reformers will tend to civilize Gaolers and tho¥ 
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who superintend our Gaols, if no other good arises from 


their sufferings. 
P the Inaddition to the uncertainty and caprice I have mentioned, 














riff’s [ bave but one compleint. |] am situated in that part of the 
, Ret Prison which is called the school, which is the best part, 
hape and 1 should be comfortable if I had a room to keep to 
All nyself. But this not the cese. The children of vagrants 
Ma. asd other disorderly persons who are committed here for 
lou short periods, are put into my ward. ‘They are unhappy 
yas beings wretchedly filthy and diseased, and [| say it with 
Ma- horror, that I have not been able, with all my care to keep 
itra- myself and infant free from that disease which is attendant 
they upon a want of cleanliness and bad living, or a connection 
itest with persons in that state. With this exception the prison 
bas no terrors for me, as I feel a good conscience, and an 
re- assurance that my suffering will help to bring about a pub- 
na lie good. 
here I am, Sir, respectfully yours, 
om- SUSANNAH WRIGHT. 
0l- 
pri a ~ 
sof CRITICAL EXAMINATION OF THE LIFE OF 
= ST. PAUL. 
(Continued from page 416.) 
re 
Ye CHAP. XIV. 
me Of the Zeal of St. Paul. Reflections on this Christian virtue. 
the THAT passion which in common life is termed, anger, fury, 
he vengeance or delirium, becomes zeal as soon as its object 
le- 8s religion, or the cause of God. It is a maxim among 
et Christian devotees, that we cannot love God too much, con- 
ad ‘quently we cannot sin in excess of zeal. According to 
“ these principles, our dectors in their quarrels, injure, defame, 
; calumniate, and asperse, and when they have the power, 
. persecute and exterminate each other. Each sect, firmly 
; persuaded that it is in the right, and that its peculiar way 
d canting is the only one that God can approve, thinks 
. or — in destroying the opinions of its adversaries, 
: — displeasing to itself, must consequently displease the 
: Per ad Thus in attentively examining the thing, we find 
‘ t religious zeal is nothing but anger, excited in a bigot by 


°pluions adverse to his own, or those of the party be has es- 
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poused. In a word, zeal is the gall which contrad 
secretes in the souls of bigots. There can be no doubt, bu: 
that St. Paul has left a model of this sort, which our evan, 
gelical doctors, have in all times faithfully copied. f ‘ : 
great Apostle did not go to the exteut of persecutins those 
who resisted his arguments, or refused blindly to submit m 
his supreme decisions, it is because he was not sufficiently 
strong; otherwise judging from the warmth of his tempera. 
ment we may reasonably presume, that he would have beep 
easily carried to extremities, weli calculated to justify the 
holy passion to which the heads of the church have singe 
given themselves up on all occasions, when they have had 
sufficient power to give a lustre to their zeal. 

In fact we find, that Paul's self love, did not suffer cop. 
tradiction with too much patience. He delivers over to 
Satan those who refuse to obey him, he pretended that ayy 
other Gospel, than his own, was abominable. “| maryél 
that you are so soon removed from him that called you 
into the grace of Christ unto another gospel.” He pretends 
aud affirms that he alone taught the true doctrine, and that 
all others are impostors, false prophets, and disturbers; we 
are obliged to believe on his own word that he possesses iu- 
fallibility. He goesso faras to say in the heat of his seli-love 
“ But though we, or an angel from heaven preach any other 
gospel unto you, than that which we bave preached unto 
you, lethim be accursed. As we said before, so say | now 
again, if any man preach avy other gospel unto you, than 
that ye have received, let him be accursed.”* This language 
might well appear insolent, presumptuous, and even impious 
to those who have not faith, nevertheless it is that which 's 
invariably held by the chiefs of every sect; we see then, 
upon their own authority, continualiy anathematizing, ¢\- 
communicating, damning and delivering over to the devil 
whoever has the temerity to understand the Gospel in avy 
other way but their own. Every doctor like Paul, declares 
himself and even believes himself to be infallible; nothing 
in the world, (not even the angels of heaven) could make 
him renounce opinions which his self-love, his obstinacy. 
and his vanity, cause him to behold as the only true. 

The history of Paul, however furnishes us with ane 
barrassing circumstance. Ardent in dispute and obstinately 
attached to his own ideas, we see this infallible Apo* 
boasted of having resisted Cephas, i. ¢. Peter, to his 8 


ICtlon 


* Epistle to Gal. Chap. 1. ver. 8 and 9. 
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«ho nevertheless appears to have had titles to infallibility, 
still better established than those of our Apostle; in fact if 
Paul, in order to prove his own infallibility, supports it by 
bis visions, inspirations, revelations, and miracles: St. Peter 
night in favour of his own, oppose to him a great number 
of visions, dreams, and prodigies equally authentic with 
those of his brother. If Paul founded the divinity of his 
nission, and the truth of his particular way of thinking on 
his own testimony, could not St. Peter cite, in support of 
bis authority, the testimony of Jesus Christ, who had de- 
clared him the chief of the apostles, who had established 
him, as the first shepherd of his flock, and the rock on which, 
he would found his church? Is it not upon this authentic 
evidence, that the Pope, who stiles himself the successor of 
Peter, founds his infallibility, acknowledged and maintained 
by the greater part of the Roman Catholic Clergy? There 
is then reason to be astonished that Paul, with titles not so 
well established, should have dared to resist Peter to his face , 
or that he should have boasted of such resistance; and it is 
not less surprising that the latter should have ceded to his 
junior in the apostleship, having such powerful arguments 
lo support his claim to infallibility. 

All may however be explained by the supposition that 
upon this occasion St. Paul showed himself more headstrong 
than St. Peter, who for. the sake of peace, yielded to the 
eargerness of his adversary, and would not support his owa 
infallibility at the risk of exciting a schism in the rising sect. 
We have seen in our time pious Jansenists avail themselves 
of St. Paul’s example, to resist to the face the infallible 
decisions of the Roman Pontiff; but he, less moderate than his 
predecessor St. Peter, would not cede, but remained obsti- 
nale in maintaining his irrefragable authority, and by this 
means produced aud fomented divisions, which the deter- 
mined zeal displayed by both parties, has rendered very 
dangerous. The successor of St. Peter anathematizes, and 
finding himself the strongest, persecutes the imitators of St. 
Paul, for daring to resist him: these of course strongly at- 
lached to their principles which they deem infallible, are 
obstinate in their resistance, detest the opinions of their ty- 
fants, and in spite of charity, very cordially damn those 
Who do not think like themselves, whilst these last from 
attachment to the infallibility of the Pope, whom they have 
on their side, believe themselves compelled, in conscience, to 
make their adversaries submit to the most inhuman and un- 
reasonable treatment. 
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Such are the salutary effects which zeal has Produced 
the Church of Jesus Christ, from the first preaching of “ 
gospel to the present day. The zeal of St Paul not ne 
tented with exercising itself agaiust his brethren the apostles 
shewed itself strongly in all situations. We see him eXcite 
trouble and clamour in whatever cities he happened to be. 
We generally term a man a public disturber, who troubles 
the peace of his neighbours; but, in religion, a saint isa may 
who dares to preach his own opinions, as those of God himsel{ 
at the risk of exciting the most disastrous revolutions jp ‘, 
ciety. His self-love becomes legitimate as soon as its object 
is religion; proves to him in the most convincing manner 
that he is always right; that his way of thinking is neces. 
sary to salvation, and tbat all considerations onght to give 
way to such an important object. If religious zeal is able 
one day to procure advantages in the other world; it isat 
least very evident that it causes many misfortunes here below. 
In the eyes of reason it is always equally dangerous, eveu 
when itis the fruit of the most sincere devotion. | f the impos- 
tor, the ambitious man and the hypocrite, avail themselves 
of it asa cloak to cover all crimes, the sincere bigot thinks 
that zeal justifies the greatest excesses, and often makes 4 
merit, and even a duty, of detesting his fellows and troubling 
society. 

It is in fact difficult to reconcile zeal with the spirit of 
union, concord, and peace, that Christianity recommends, ot 
with that charity which St. Paul places above all virtues, 
and without which, he assures us that all the others are Use- 
less. But did this Apostle himself possess much charity, 
when not satisfied with carrying trouble into every place 
where he preached, he inveighed against those whom le 
found not disposed to believe* ? z 

It is doubtless nothing but a lively faith, which can re- 
concile the violent conduct of this great Apostle, with the 
charity which he incessantly recommends. It appears at 
least difficult to have a sincere regard for men whom, zeal 
obliges us to hate, either as our own enemies, or as the enemies 
of God. The subtle theology of the Christians, can aloue 
reconcile these incompatible dispositions. 

It is only the ministers of the Church, who have ‘the ta- 
lent of proving, that without a violation of Christian charity, 
it is lawful to harass, persecute, and destroy ones neig!- 
bours. They can in fact clearly show that we may burl 


* Epistle to Tim. Chap. 1. ver. 20. 
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he body of a man, out of tenderness for his soul. They 
wink they have a right to excommunicate a man, or 
soathematize him, that 1s to say, exclude him for ever from 
»iritual grace, to put him in short into the road to damnation, 
. deliver him to Satan, for the destruction of the flesh, in 
nrder to save him, according to the spirit. This conduct 
< not the least inconceivable mystery of the Christian reli- 
rion; faith is doubtless necessary to find it either charitable 
ot intelligible. How can we conceive, for example, that 
hedesire of saving the soul ofan heretic, or an impious man, 
can determine the inquisition or Christian magistrates to con 
sign him to the flames, even while he persists in those opi- 
sions, Which they suppose must plunge him into hell 2 


(To be continued.) 
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TO MR, R, CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL, 


ed 


Portsea, 19th of March, ‘* year 1823 of 

Friend CARLILE, the last of the Gods,” that’s good! 
lam sorry for two things: I think 1 see you ask the question, 
What are they? I'll tell you. The first is, you are in prison: the 
next, 1 lost the opportunity of an interview with Mrs, Carlile, and, 
as | am told, her really beautiful children; fair, healthy, strong, 
and of sound mind, (1 can’t help thinking here of Portsmouth and 
Alder!) I regret the thing the more, when I reflect that Mrs, Car- 
liledid me, among others, the honour of her inquiries, as she passed 
through the town.- [ could easily be found upon a far less agree- 
able occasion. Ah! Sir, there is supineness somewhere; but no 
matter. Tobe supine is human. I would fain close the letter here: for 
as to myself | have nothing more to communicate publicly to you than 
what you already are in possession of: and for the other subscribers, 
the sums and the sentiments prefixed speak for them; but for all that, 
there is an expectation in subscribers on this occasion to see a siimi- 
lar thing accompany the publication of their subscriptions, to what 
accompany the publication of subscriptions from other places; 
hamely, a letter, a page or so in length. The worst of this case is, 
that the readers of ** The Republican,”’ are so accustomed to com- 
positions abounding in close reasoning and strong argument, they 
look for Something in that way, just as regular as the Christians 
look for a hap in sermon-time; and God bless me, I cannot argue: 
tis only by a kind of instinct frequent among the natives of the 
ri kingdom, as it is called, that | see the truth of things: and 
Same instinct I find, in a more or Jess degree, wherever I go. 
0k on it to be a state of mind which jumps to the truth at once, 
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instead of taking that analysing in and out sort of walk, which ¢ 
but come to the same conclusion at last. 1 believe this State a 
mind is consequent upon those who have some common sense but 
little education and no leisure. This description pretty nearly de 
scribes your humble servant and the major part of the Portses sub- 
scribers. However, Sir, we can see after it has been shewn to us 
pretty clearly, that there never was, nor is there a human beino whe 
knew or does know, any the least tittle concerning the origin of the 
world, It is also evident to us, that no human being ever lived and 
died and afterwards lived again to give a description of its state of cx. 
istence whiledead. We likewise feel convinced that no human beine 
ever, either heard, felt, smelled, tasted, or saw, the phantom called 
a human soul, consequently, it is evident to us that the existence of 
such a thing is exceedingly improbable, and we treat all positive 
unproved assertions, as to those things as mere conjecture and lies, 
Now seeing that a large portion of the produce of our industry js 
given away against our consent, to a great many unworthy persons, 
aud the only return they make for such substantial good, is talking, 
merely talking, about the aforementioned doubtful and to us unin. 
portant things, we think it high time to make such alteration in the 
management of our affairs as will give to ourselves, and to our starv- 
ing fellow countr;men, or fellow creatures, those good things which 
are so ill besiowed at present upon a set of wninstructive unenter- 
taining mischievous-fellows. It appears to us, Sir, very probable, 
that unless there be a sufficient alteration made for the better, and 
that in time too, in the management of the affairs of our nation, we 
shall as a people very soon take our course downward. Our half-way 
house, will be perfect slavery: our home, oblivion, And we need not 
tell you, Sir, how rapidly a falling thing accelerates its pace. Why, even 
a lord might see, that if a man be poorly fed, poorly lodged, poorly 
cloathed, aud especially, if he be obliged to pursue an unhealthy eviploy- 
ment foran unreasonable number of hours to procure a poverty stricken 
fare, even such a thing as aking might see, thatsuch aman, and there 
are thousands of such in this country, must in the course of a very 
short time become a most contemptible, 1 should have said pitiabie, 
senseless, spiritiess wretch, From the stupid ‘* jobbernawls” that 
cracks stones on the road side, whose only support seems to he the 
fresh air which he breathes, for he gets little of any other kind of 
nourishment, to the poor little effeminate, emaciated, hop o’thumb 
creature that lingers out an existence in the purlieus of the city, 
where scores of human beings are stowed away, working 10 places, 
in the most spacious part of which there is not room enough to mp 
aeent; say, from the one extreme I have mentioned to the 0 
the work of degradation is going on, and we, the sn 000" : 
Portsea plainly sce, that if there be not some alteration for the a 
ter in the circumstances of such men, their race will descend so "f 
in the scale of intellect and animated beings, as to form a species rn 
animals between the ouran-outang and the human being. we nee 
men to work for their living, but we would not have them live 
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vk, We are aware of the system of tyranny and oppression, which 
wor e "¥ = 
broad as well as at home, is trying to be forced upon the human 
ace in order to complete their degradation, Oh! that the following 
vves of Moore may be actually verified in a true account of the first 
uss 2 ; es ’ r " . ¢ 2 “2 
tattle which takes” place between the unsteady, flippant, foolish 
rreuch, and the majestic, serious, noble, fiery Spaniards, 

« Never was horde of tyrants met 

With bloodier welcome, never yet 

To patriot vengeance, hath the sword 

More terrible libations pour d.”’ 


To conclude, my friend, 1 need not tell you, that the Portsea sub-¢> 
vribers and myself admire you,@memthat we admire your wife, @ewc 


those dear relations and friends of yours and the good cause, who 
are now giving the Strongest proofs of their sincerity, by sacrificing, 
when necessary, that which must be dear to us all. Neither need | 
inform you that the liberation and happiness of yourself and of all 
cod men and women is the earnest desire of the Portsea subscribers, 
and your well wisher BRLAN BORHOIME, 


pb. §. Owing to my supineness, I said to be supine was human, 
this letter and this subscription did not accompany that portion of 
ihe Portsea subscription which you received a short time ago, as was 
intended, 


s. a. s. d 

An Old Neighbour 1 0 Que who says nothing 0 6 

Une who detests the Church A Friend to the Church 0 6 
establishment 1 0 One who prays: That from 


A Christian, but averse to absurdities, contradictions, 


Persecution O 6 and obscenities of the Jew 
A Unitarian 1 O Books, and the Christian 
A Traveller possessing faults O 1 Religion, good Carlile deli- 
“tuimp, an old Shopinate QO 1 verus; and that thou may’st 
p 0 6 remain 10 the sae mind 
vs. 0 83 thou now art in, until Priest- 
An Trishman 0 6 craft and Superstition be 
A Roman Catholic 0 6 banished from amongst us, 
. Friend to Liberty O 6 we beseech thee graciously 
‘A Second Friend to liberty O 6 to hear us : "1°00 
A Third Friend to Liberty 0 6 A Materialist 1 O 
~. rielishman O 3 A Female Ditto j 0 6 
4 Brito : 0 6 A Second Female Ditto 0 6 
Snton and Well-wisher O 6 Nonsense’ O 6 
* Sportsman 0 6 Brian Borhoime 5 O 


g 





TO MR. BRIAN BORHOIME, PORTSEA. 





pa Dorchester Gaol, March 96, 1825 
ware IRISHMAN, of the last of the Gods. 
const. Jas nO citizens, or I would have coupled your de- 
station with that epithet. However, there are Irishmen 
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who are worthy citizens of the world: you are one of them 
and an admirable one two. But Ireland shal] yet contaiy 
citizens, and I do hope that you will be able to ‘tread your 
native soilasa freeman. ‘Though the body dwindles by 
being subject to anwholesome labour and insufficient food 
the human mind is not dwindling. It is superior at ty). 
moment in the aggregate to any former state and period, 
The mind will recover whatever the body may lose, and 
mankind as a whole, shall yet appear as a noble herd of 
animals. 

‘Phis anticipated state of things will be forwarded rapidly 
now we are got into the era of the last of the Gods. Gods 
and men will never thrive together. I have read of “the 
last of the Romans” and always felt the expression to be one 
of importance: that is, I always felt affected by particular 
reflections on reading it; and the thought of this being in 
reality the era of the last of the Gods generates a world of 
thought. The expression is highly important. At first 
writing it I felt its importance, and I am glad to see that 
you participated in the sensation and felt the agreeable 
shock, so as to ejaculate “ that’s good.” An orator may 
speak for a month from such a text without exhausting his 
subjects and its relations. 

lam sorry that you did not hear of Mrs. Carlile’s intention 
to pass through Portsea. I expected it would have been 
known to every friend there, as I sent an early notice of it, 
but did not consider it to be a matter of any moment, or to 
be worthy of being publicly announced. | will employ the 
Town Crier but that I will see you, shake hauds aud con- 
verse with you, when I come that. way. 

To the Republicans of Portsea, both male and female, | 
renew my thanks. I value their constancy and rejoice @ 
what I can pereeive to be a visible mental improvement 
among them. This is the business of life. Tyranny has 10 
food but ignorance: no tenure for its existence but cons 
ardice. ‘To think, and be bold to speak what we think, '§ 
the way to overthrow it. No man can be a slave with- 
out his own consent to the condition. The will of a ae 
isnot more powerful than the will of a slave, unless be fines 
willing slaves to obey it. 

I am, Citizen of the World, yours réspectfully, 
| R. CARLILE. 


Se 
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